The fight 
for benefits 


Spastic 
hoys 
ordeal 


—for £7 


THROUGHOUT Britain 
people. were enraged to 
read of the ordéal of little 
Christopher de Martell, the 
Spastic boy of 11 forced to 
haul himself round a room 
on crutches to satisfy a 


tribunal that he was 
crippled. 

The Spastics Society’s 
Director, James Loring, 


was quick to point out: ‘I 
would have thought it bet- 
ter for the family doctor 
to have examined the boy 
rather than the com- 
mittee. ~My heart is with 
the child.’ And _ those 
sentiments struck a chord 
in people all over the 
country, 


Her tears 


In the resulting storm in 
which a Labour MP 
demanded the dismissal of 
the tribunal chairman, the 
Daily Express, which 
revealed the story, was 
deluged with money and 
gifts for Chris. His mother 
had watched with tears in 
her eyes as he had made 
his way round the room 
watched by the three-man 
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For nearly “a year she 


had been fighting for her ~ 


son’s mobility» allowance 
and. had been turned ‘down 
twice. Then came the 
summons to» attend’ the 
medical tribunal and the 
demand that Chris should 
get out’ of his ‘wheelchair 
and walk to. clarify the 
paragraph in the mobility 
allowance act which asks: 
‘Are you unable or virtu- 
ally unable to walk and 
likely to remain so?’ 


4 . ’ 
Atrocious 
Dr ~° Margaret Agerhol m, 
Inner London __ Education 
Authority’s medical consult- 


ant, called the situation 
‘atrocious’ and said of Chris: 
‘He is an intelligent boy who 
is able to read and write. But 
is impossible for him to walk 
unaided. He is being penal- 
ised because he is a jolly good 
chap. He doesn’t stand—just 
performs a very careful balanc- 
ing act.’ 

Chris got his £7 a week 
allowance and the good wishes 
of hundreds of people. The 
{ribunal’s chairman, Major 
General Harry Owens said: ‘In 
the circumstances a_ certain 
type of test had to be imposed. 
We have to be sure. This was 
a very distressing case but 
there was certain evidence that 
the boy could walk a bit!’ 
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The scene in Trafalgar Square. Report, pictures — pages 5, 6 and 7 


Wifes long battle 
for her pension 


A 42-YEAR-OLD spastic 
woman has won the latest 
round in a long battle to 
keep her £10.50 house- 
wite’s invalidity pension. 

The case of Mrs Annette 
Mitchell, championed by Irene 
Loach of the Disability 
Alliance, was described in the 
February issue of Spastics 
Mrs Mitchell has no 
use in her right arm and hand 
and impaired function.of her 
right leg. 

As she has difficulty in 
carrying out household tasks, 
she assumed that she would be 
eligible for the Housewives’ 
Non -Contributory Invalidity 
Pension, but the local insur- 
ance officer decided otherwise. 

When this initial request 
for a pension was rejected, 
Mts Mitchell appealed. to a 
local tribunal who upheld het 


right to the allowance. The 
Chief Insurance Officer, in 
turn, contested the decision 
and took the case to the 
National ' Insurance Commis- 
sioner at a tribunal in Lon- 
don in April. The Commis- 
sioner, Mr Roydon Temple, 
QC, has now decided in Mrs 
Mitchell’s favour. 

Commented Irene Loach, 
Organiser. of the Disability 
Alliance, who has been fol- 
lowing the case with keen 
interest: 

‘I'm very pleased for Mrs 
Mitchell, because she’s had a 
long struggle. . I ,hope this 
will encourage other disabled 
housewives to press for their 
rights. Too many women give 
up at an early stage when their 
request for a pension is 
refused locally, but they should 
always appeal te a_ higher 
authority,’ 


Spastics Pool lottery — 
the first draw 


THE draw for the first 
lottery in support of 
The Spastics Society's 
‘Save a Baby’ campaign 
will be held at the 


Society’s Percy Hedley 
Centre, Newcastle upon 


Tyne on Wednesday 
May 31. 

The response from 
Spastics Pool  super- 
visors and collectors to 
Managing Director Mr 
Kenneth Long’s appeal 
has been even greater 


than anticipated. — Al- 


though the country has 
been divided into eight 
regions, 2 number of 
Spastics Pool collectors 
have volunteered to sell 
tickets every week. 
Ticket sales are not 
restricted to members of 
the Pool and they may 
be sold to anyone over 
16. The 25p tickets are 
in books of 10. 

Said Mr Long: ‘The 
principal aim of the lot- 
teries is to provide the 
maximum _ possible 


revenue for the ‘Saye a 
Baby’ campaign. With 
the support we are 
receiving from Spastics 
Pool supporters and The 
Spastics Society provid- 
ing additional sales out- 
lets through local groups 
and shops, we are confi- 
dent of a complete sell- 
out of tickets every 
week,’ 


@ More news about 
the Spastics Pool on 
Page 11. 
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vy TWO “happy talkers’ pictured at Craig-y-Parc School 
vith Mrs Ena Davies are Amanda Hamblin and Tina 
_ harp. They are pointing to ——— on the special 


able tep. 
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| Survey of users of National Health Service Wheelchairs in England 
it and Wales to-establish their characteristics and attitudes to their 
ae -wheelchairs-and the operation of the wheelchair service. 
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ISBN O11 7008184 300mm 78pp £3.65 (£3.834) 


fety at School: General Advice 
vsseeprnd Safety Series No.6 
Provides advice to teachers on safetyeducation and a general g guide 
‘o safety precautions for all who work in the education service, 
Includes chapter on the special needs of handicapped children, 
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Social Services in Britain 


CO ReferencePamphlet3 

_ Full details.of health, social security, housing, education, 
-mployment and training services, consumer protection, ‘fegal aid, 
_ featment of offenders and work of voluntary organisations. 
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on Equipment for the Disabled 1976 


_ 4C.448 (1976-77) : 
- \nnual report on the progress of projects commissioned within the 


esearch and deyelopment programme on equipment for the 
_fisabled. 
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THE simple, expressive drawings are Blissymbolics and they provide ‘a 
manner of speaking’ for a variety of speech and language disordered 
children and adults. Among the many who are now using the system to 


help them to communicate are 14 children at The Spastics Society’s Craig- 


y-Parc School, and Senior Speech Therapist ENA DAVIES writes below 
about just three of them and the way that Blissymbolics communication 
can supplement their speech and language. 


The children who say 


Bliss is... happiness 


TINA is 12. She has dark, 
expressive eyes which 
speak volumes, but, 


because of her severe 
handicap, she cannot talk. 
She has difficulty im co- 
ordinating the movements 
of her tongue, lips and 
palate for the basic func- 
tions of chewing and 
swallowing, so the fine con- 
trol required for speech ts 
virtually impossible. 

Two years ago Tma was 
introduced to Blissymbols 
to give her a means of 
expression, and, today, she 
is fluent in the use of this 
new visual language. 


Other means of communica- 


tion had been explored before 
the symbols. A picture board 
was considered to be limited 
in vocabulary and restricted to 


a level of concrete language. 
Signing. was not feasible 
because of the degree of 


Tina’s physical handicap, and 
it would have entailed staff and 
children at the schol learning 
the sign system, in order to 
communicate. With Bliss this 
symbol always -has its written 
interpretation beneath it. 

We also wanted a means of 
communication which would 
stimulate speech and language 
rather than inhibit any develop- 
ment and reports from Canada 
inidcated that users of the 
system were speaking more 
freely. Tina had a Possum 
which was invaluable in teach- 
ing, but could not give. her 
spontaneity of communication, 
and her hand function at that 
time was insufficient to operate 
a Lightwriter or similar com- 
munication aid. 

Tina learned 
rapidly. The first 30 symbols, 
enlarged and mounted-on her 


Now Amanda 
can ‘talk’ 


AMANDA was one of the 
first children to use her 
board as.an effective means 
of communication. Her 
desire to communicate had 
often left her screaming 
with frustration. Now she 
can state positively — ‘I 
angry —and relieve some 
of that pent-up emotion. 
Fortunately, she is not 
often angry, and her sense 
of humour sparkles as she 
tells you of the prizes her 
budgies have won at the 
bird show. 


ra 


symbols 


desk, covered with dribble- 
proof Esacover, were soon re- 
placed by a 100 symbol chart. 
In conjunction with physio- 
therapy on sitting balance and 
head control, her indication 
improved from a two-inch 
square, to smaller charts in- 


corporating more symbols. 

Today she uses a 400 colour 
coded chart, indicating with 
her index finger. Her joy at 
being able to ‘communicate is 
reflected in her happy smile— 
for Tina, Bliss is .. ; happi- 
ness. 


ANOTHER picture of Amanda Hamblin, aged 13, this 
time with her symbol system accessible on ‘her wheel- 
chair. Mark Hardacre is in the background. — 


Help in a bewildering 
world of language 


DUNCAN has difficulty in 
understanding spoken lan- 
guage. On-entry to school 
he did not always respond 
to his mame, and lived ina 
bewildering world of mean- 


ingless sound. 
Initially it was felt 
symbols might confuse 


that 
him 


further, but on testing, it was . 


found that he had an amazing 
ability to match shapes. Per- 
haps he could compensate 
visually for his lack of audi- 
tory understanding? Tt was 
decided to try a few ‘basic’ 
symbols related to the body— 
eye, nose, mouth, etc, and ‘soon 


Duncan was naming these a 


for. him . Te 


he selected 
symbol. 

His vocabulary 
mainly nouns, some verbs and 
a few adjectives. We could 
structure his day, linking 
symbols to pictures drawn by 
his teacher, and some simple 
sentences began to emerge 
with his developing spoken 
language. 

Unlike Tina, Duncan does 
not use the board to com- 
municate, he uses it to support 
his developing language. Like 
a jigsaw puzzle, he is begin- 
ning to fit the pieces tagether, 
to make sense out of that 
meaningless world of spoken 
language, which is so difficuk 
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-BLISSYMBOLICS> 
Communication origin- ' 
ates from the work of ° 
Charles K. Bliss who | 
sought to promote inter- — 
national understanding | 
‘through symbolic com- | 
munication. It - was ° 
origmally adapted by a 
multi-disciplinary team 
at the Ontario Crippled | 
Children’s Centre for . 
their cerebral palsied | 
patients, but as the need | 
for an alternate means | 
of communication is. 
recognised for a wide 
variety of handicapped | 
individuals, its applica- 
tion -has spread. 

With the system, 
readers and non-readers ; 
can communicate a wide 
range of meanings, 
emotions, ideas, ques- 
tions, actions and Tela-— 
tionships. 


Because of the growth - 
of imterest in the 
system a Resource - 
Centre has ‘been estab- » 
lished, ‘by courtesy of a | 
two-year grant from > 
Action Research for the 
Crippled Child. This is 
located at the Institute ; 
of Higher Education, — 
Western Avenue, Car- | 
diff, CEF5 2YB, and 
further information. con- | 
cerning Blissymbolics _ 
mace einat can be 
obtained by fo , 
Mrs Ena be 


National Adviser, =| 
that atidress. 
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_ Captured on film, three faces of tragedy 
_ A handicapped child... a grieving father— and the baby who die 


A HANDICAPPED child in a hospital ward—a tragic 


scene from the Society’s new film, ‘The Priority of 


Priorities—Save our Babies.’ 


‘Startling expose of 
uncomfortable facts 


NO DOUBT about the 
impact of the Society’s new 
film, ‘The Priority of 
Priorities — Save our 
Babies.’ The distinguished 
audience at the premiere 
were stunned as the facts 
about Britain’s unnecessary 
toll of dead babies, handi- 
capped babies, tragic 
families, unfolded on the 
sereen, 

Uncomfortable questions 
were asked about our ser- 
vices for pregnant women 
and new-born babies. Why 
were the figures for peri- 
natal death and handicap 
so high in some areas of 
the country? Why has 
Britain—with a health ser- 
vice that was once the envy 
of the world—fallen behind 
other nations? Why do 
twice as many children of 
unskilled workers die in 
the first month of life as 
the children of professional 
workers? Why so many 
reports saying that good 
perinatal care can prevent 
handicap, but so _ little 
action? 

The sorry tale of neglect 
contrasted with the brighter 
picture of the hospitals, the 
districts, the individuals, who 
are taking positive action to 
ensure that every baby has the 
best possible start in life 
because the rewards for doing 
so are immeasurable, not only 
for the child and the family 
ut the country as a whole. 
Handicap is a very costly 
business. 

Invidious perhaps for Spas- 
tics News to praise — this 
remarkable film too highly. 
Not for us to. commend the 
Society for its «courage in 
funding such an outspoken 
‘demand for urgent action to 
save babies from the handi- 
caps which are all the more 
tragic because they are 
unnecessary. Sufficient to say 
that the film is a graphic 
illustration of the need for 
the Society's ‘Save. a Baby’ 
Campaign, and it must be 
seen by the widest possible 
audience. Seé it as soon as 
you can. 

The film will be available on 
hire from: Guild Sound and 
Vision Ltd, Training and 
Education Division, 85-129 
Oundle Road, Peterborough 
PE2 9PY. Viscom Ltd, Audio 
Visual Library, 16 Paxton 
Place, London SE27_ 9SS. 
Concord Films Council Ltd, 
201 Felixstowe Road, Nacton, 
Ipswich, Suffolk. 

Sales inquiries to: Film 
Librarian, The Spastics 
Society, 12 Park Crescent, 
London WIN 4EQ. 
® TURN to Page 12 for 
reactions to the film from 
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dead, and he’s gone. 


correctly,’ 


DR R. McKIBBEN, Consultant, Mental Handicap 


Hospital, Colchester. 


‘The terrific feeling is that can this not be prevented? 
Can we not avoid this kind of situation? Avoid having 
so many children who are not able to enjoy the joys of 
childhood, growing up, running about, playing? 
ren who can’t communicate except in grunts, perhaps, or 
in rocking—perhaps not even there. 

“It isn’t always a genetic cause. 
cause is a minority in this particular group of children. 
Better care during pregnancy, more protection, better 
perinatal care, could reduce the incidence and it could 
We must think of the unborn 
children, the children who are yet to come; the children 
who might end up like this unless we can improve the 


reduce it dramatically. 


service that we offer.’ 


y] 


JAMES LORING, Director, The Spastics Society. 
‘Very few people realise that the failure to take up 
ante-natal services may have the direct effect of produc- 
This isn’t understood. Looking after a 
mother when she’s pregnant is a continuous process. She 
should be looked after the whole time and if the services 


ing handicap. 


THE most touching 
moment in the film comes 
when Howard Grosse des- 
cribes the circumstances at 
his son Steven’s birth: 


‘My wife started having 
labour. pains about 2 
o’clock. I drove her to the 
hospital. - The GP said 
that he was worried about 
the - baby being slightly 
small for dates but the con- 
sultant at the hospital 
seemed to think that there 
was. nothing to worry 
about. 

‘It all happened very 
quickly. In fact, by the 
time we got my wife to the 
delivery room, she was in 
an advanced state of 
labour. It all went very 
quiet. We couldn’t see 
anything because Steven 
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Quotes from the film | 


DR R. SZIRT, Obstretrician, Chelmsford. — 


‘The child that dies is, you know, a tragedy. But he’s 
But the child that survives and 
should have died because of his gross problems, he’s a 
disaster; he’s an absolute disaster. . 
reminder to mother and father for the rest of their lives 
and often the mother and father wonder what they have 
done wrong, and I just wonder what somebody else per- 
haps has done wrong—not read the warning signals 


He’s there as a 


Child- 


In fact, the genetic 


that she obtains, or elects to use, are poor in the begin- 
ning, we may very well end up with serious handicap or 


even death.’ 


LEWIS CARTER-JONES, MP. 


‘If it wasn’t so serious, you know, you could burst 
out laughing at the folly of the replies I’ve been getting 
saying that we'll wait for this report and that report. 
Now, since 1945,-there must be 30 odd reports of docu- 
ments which have come out in the UK alone saying that 
good perinatal care can prevent handicap, and all we 
could be doing is churning out report after report after 


report. 
them. 


It really is about time that somebody acted on 


‘The numbers involved if we compare them with 
the Swedish figures, are that there are 4,000 babies who 
die in this country unnecessarily every year, and there are 


to have had. 


10,000 babies born with a disability that they ought not 
This is purely by making comparison 


between the rates in Sweden and the rates here. 
‘And if it is good enough for Sweden it should be 


good enough for us.’ 


DR MALCOLM CHISWICK of the intensive care unit 


at St Mary’s, Manchester. 


‘There are many factors which generate the need for 
intensive care in the newborn period. What we do know 
is that all these factors revolve round ante-natal events, 
events that happened before the baby was born. In 
other words, a baby suddenly doesn’t become ill in the 
first five weeks of life as a result of an acquired disease. 
The baby becomes ill as a.result of factors operating in 
the womb, and I am afraid that in this country we have 
been a little slow to put this bit of knowledge into 


was shielded from us all 
the time. We found out 
later that our doctor had 
been trying to put a tube 
down. Steven’s throat. We 


then heard the doctor say | 


to the nurse, ““What do you 
mean it isn’t working? 
Surely there is another one 
outside?” The nurse went 
out with the tanks she had 
been playing with and 
came back a few seconds 
later with some more. 
Another GP from the prac- 
tice followed her in. The 
nurse carried on trying to 


get the new equipment 
working while the .doctors 
eontinued shielding Steven 
from us. 

_ ‘T am not sure exactly 
when, but one of the nurses 
disappeared and the two 
doctors continued to fiddle 
and one of them said, “I 
have had trouble getting 
the tube down.” 
then the third doctor came 
rushing in. She seemed 
to take charge of what was 
going on. Eventually they 
got Steven breathing. It 
took about 10 minutes... 


It was 


es 


Steven, whe 
eventually died, aged 11 


months. Says his father, 
Howard Grosse, in the 
film: 

‘Steven. was severely 


spastic. He wasn’t capable 
of doing very much by 
himself out of his own 
brain, as it were. But the 
motivation was there. We 


gather, anyway, that he 


would have been pretty 
bright, I mean, sort of 


intelligent, if this hadn’t - 


occurred, because all the 
time he was wanting to 
improve. 

‘When you exercised 
him, if he did an exercise 
properly, such as trying to 
lift his head up, he would 
always give you a smile or 
laugh, and it was pretty 
choking.’ 


The only assistant she'll need teday 


will be the one at the cash desk 


Independence, That's what you're 
buying when you choose a Meyra power 
wheelchair. Confidence too, because 
youre getting the benefit of over 40 
years experience in helping the disabled 
and a chair that literally marks a new 
pinnacle in reliability and expertise. 


Virtually custom built 


Because of the enormous range of 
accessories existing for Meyra chairs, 
the one you choose will be virtually as 
personal as your individual disability: 


Outdoor models can negotiate rough 
terrain, climb hills and even mount kerbs. 
Propulsion by a battery powered electric 
motor offers a range of over 18 miles and 
the chair can be folded and stored in the 
narrowest car boot. 

Find out the whole story to-day. Our 


brochure will show you just what 


to-day. 


freedom and reliability you're likely to 
find by selecting a chair by the most 
advanced manufacturers in the world 


id “To Meyra Rehab (U.K) Ltd, 


Unit 4, Copheap Lane, Warminster, Wilts. BA12 OBL. Tel. Warminster 215122, 2 
i Please send me full details on the range of Meyra Rehab power operated wheelchairs, 


Name 
8 Address 
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More cash 
for drivers 


MORE help is on the way for 
3,400) disabled motorists. who 
used to benefit from the 
Health Service 
invalid vehicle scheme. 
Allowances to help: them run 
their own cars. or those loaned 


by the Department of Health 


— ————_— 


‘Their special message 


) 


and Social Security will be 
increased from July 15 when 


* £50 will be allowed for the 


first two years, £90 for the 


* third,and fourth, and £150 for 
the fifth and later years. 


Cleveland's night 


=A CHAREFY night held at 


the Madison Club, Middles- 
brough, raised more than £300 
for Cleveland Spastics Society. 
Events included’ an amateur 
fashion photography contest, 


Offers and Wants 


FOR sale: Everest and 


_ Jennings. wheelchair, self- 


propelling, in good condi- 


_ tion, £30 or nearest offer. 


— Write or telephone: Mr 
P. Mullen, 6 Dorville Cres- 
cent, Hammersmith, Lon- 
don, W6. Tel 01-784 8112. 


| 
| 
| 
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Dancing, sailing, sports... 
something for everyone 


AN exciting pro- 
gramme of sporting 
and leisure activities 
has been planned for 
spastic people in 1978, 
including Scalextric 
and Scrabble compe- 
titions, pony trekking, 
and a sailing week. 

The Welsh and Sceot- 
tish Wheelchair Dance 
Festivals took place in 
April, and a seminar for 
newcomers to this form of 
activity was held at 
Jordanhill College of 
Further Education in 
Glasgow. 

The Annual English 
Wheelchair Dance Festival 
will be held at Hammer- 
smith Palais, London, on 
May 11, from 10:30 am to 
5.30 pm. 

Two days later, the Western 
area games will be held at 
Taunton, followed by the 


to the public 


_ A PEAM of spastic people willing to: speak at ‘Save a 

_ Baby? Campaign. meetings: has been formed. The pros- 
 pective speakers come from different parts of the country 
_ and IS ef them attended a briefing session in London 


before embarking: om their programme of talks: 
_ _ ‘Phey include: Linda Berwick, the blind: spastic girl 


and Marianne West. 


Extensive research, in close co-operation 
with doctors, hospital officials and disabled 
persons’ organisations, ensures that this new 
Perdisan mobile toilet aid meets all the 
special requirements of patient care and 
- safety. 


™ PER 
MOBILE TOILET AID 


Special features are: 


- who: was recently the star of television’s ‘This is. your life’ 
| programme, Jane Swanton, Chairman of the Southend 
- group, and Spastics Society staff members. David Branch 


Eastern’ games: at Meldreth 
Manor School on May 20 
and the Welsh games: at Cardiff 
on May 27. 

The pofy trek will be from 
May 29 to June 2 in Knole 
Park, Kent. Trekkers will 
live under canvas and spend 
each day riding in a new area 
of the park. Trekkers are 
expected to be able to ride 
without assistance and, to help 
with camp: chores and pony 
maintenance. The average 
daily ride will be about 44 
hours. 

On June 1 and 2, there is 
a ‘Sportsman °78’ - compe- 
tition, in which invited com- 
petitors must take part in at 


least’ six out of 10° events, 

These include riding, canoe- 
ing, swithming, archery, rifle 
shooting and weight lifting. 
The competition will be based 
at the Thomas: Delarue School, 
Tonbridge; but. different events 
will take place at-other suit- 
able venues. 

Area games will be held at 
Lancaster, Tonbridge and 
Glasgow on June 10; and the 
Edinburgh Area Games a week 
jater. - Winners in these area 
games who have reached. a cer- 
tain standard will then be able 
to compete at the County 
Games on June 24. (Southern 
Counties at Reading, Northern 
Counties at Carlisle). The 


WINDOW 


EACH Wednesday on 
BBC Wales, broadcaster 
David Parry Jones puts out 
a programme called ‘Open 
Line.”. There is a. differ- 
ent theme each week, and 
when in April it was “Help 
for disabled people,” Mrs 
Dorothy. Cottle, chairman 
of Cardiff and. District 
Spastics Association, 
immediately tele p honed 
David. She told him that 
as they look after 14 
doubly-incontinent dis- 


abled people each day, a 


vacuum cleaner and a 
twin-tub washing machine 


ONWALES 


by Emlyn Davies 


The Perdisan Minor toilet 
provides 2 to 4. weeks 
maintenance-free use. The 
task of the hospital and 
welfare worker is: eased 
considerably. as Perdisan’s 
X80 powder sterilises and 
liquefies waste matter, which 
is simply discharged through 
Y the patented ejection valve. 


RDISAN LiD= 


STAFFORD PARK 4, TELFORD, SHROPSHIRE 
Telephone: 0952 619111/4, Telex: 35199 


* Removable arms facilitate 


* Simple front wheel 


* Can be wheeled when full 


© Discharged without toilet 


** Adjustable for height. 


* Guaranteed for 12 months 


Polished chrome tubular 
steel construction. 
Designed to accommodate 
the Perdisan Minor toilet. 


transference of patient 
on to the toilet. 


lacking device. 
Width allows free passage 
through average doorway. 


to disposal point. 


being removed, 


Non marking Sin tyres. 


were essential equipment. 
Such is the following on 
the programme that within 
five minutes she received a 
telephone call offering her 
a vacuum cleaner: half-an- 
hour later a further call 
offering her yet another, 
and during the next week 


two. offers of twin-tub 
washing machines. 

In fact, one of the 
people who rang up 


Dorothy was the mother 
of the broadcaster, Mrs 
Parry-Jones. It seems the 
theme here is ‘Ask and it 
will be given.’ 


Tribute to 


headmistress 


CARDIFF and district group 
have paid a tribute to the 
many years of service given to 
the disabled - by the head- 
mistress of the Society’s Craig- 
y-Parc School,. Mrs C. _M. 
Kearslake, at a ceremony in 
Cardiff. 

Mrs Kearslake is a _ well- 
Known and much _ respected 
figure in the field of education 
of disabled children and group 
memecsrs showed their appre- 


ciation by presenting her 
with a carriage clock. They 
Wished her. many years of 


happy and’ active retirement. 
Fund raisers 
to the fore 


THE Mobile Physiotherapy 
Service in Geredigion has 
sparked off a tremendous 
amount of interest from the 
people of that county, and 
many events in its support are 
being organised through Moi 
Pritchard, our local appeals 
officer there. The Cardigan 
fund-raising committee coffee 
evening raised £100; Slimma 
Cardigan Ltd, gave £200, and 
further events being planned 
locally are a cake stall in 
Cardigan. market and a raffle 
at St Dogmaels. The. Ser- 
geants’ Mess of the local naval 
base at Blaenanerch donated 
£50, the Aberystwyth fund- 
raising committee coffee morn- 
ing £80, and there will be a 
jumble sale at . Machynlleth 
market. A ‘Going for a Song’ 
evening by the Round Table 
raised £50; Aberystwyth Lions 
have promised a.donation, and 
there will be community hymn 
singing’ at Aberystwyth with 
the proceeds going towards 
the Unit. Young Farmers’ 
Clubs and University Rags 
have promised help and New- 
castle Emlyn soccer club. is 
planning a disco for funds. 
Surely this demonstrates 
that any worthwhile project 
Will have the maximum of sup- 
port in Wales, 


Couuty Games are the Jast 
chance for competitors to win 
a place in: the England: team 
for the International Games 
at Edinburgh in» July. 

The sailing week will be at 
the Eglwys Nynydd.: Reservoir, 
Margam, South Wales, from 
July 24 to July 28 Open to 
all disabled people over 14, 
it will cater both for begin- 
ners and those with some 
experience of sailing. 

Further details of all these 
events may be obtained from 
Mr A. TF. S. Edwards, 
Physical Education Advisor, 
The Spastics Society, 8 Starve- 
erow Close, Tonbridge, Kent. 


including: 
for children and adults. 


3. Male incontinence aids. 


- 4.Wheelchair belts. — 
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Posey Poncho 3611, 


Martin Creasey 
REHABILITATION 


CHEMICAL PLANT 


ANTI-CORROSIVE & 
ACID-RESISTANT 
MATERIALS 


More people watch Radio Rentals 
Colour than any other. 


SUPPORT AND REHABILITATION 


Martin Creasey Rehabilitation stocks 4 
good range of well:proven products 


1, Safety and posture support garments 


2: Pressure” sore prevention aids, 


Many of the items in our brochure are. 
directly relevant to the work of the 
readers of this journal. 


PLEASE WRITE (OR PHONE) FOR 


Right: Posey Patient Support 4312 
Various 


"MABYRN 


Britannia Works, Dyehouse Lane, 
Smallbridge, Rochdale, Lancs. Tel: 0706 


He will work 
_ for Europe's 


disabled 


DEREK Lancaster-Gaye, the 
Societys Director of 
Resources, has been appointed 
to a commission on European 
Action for the Handicapped: 
The only. British delegate, he 
attended his first meeting on 
April: 23. 

The cemmission holds regu- 
lar meetings in Luxemburg. Its 
aims include pressing for the 
integration of disabled people 
in their various European coms 
munities, co-ordinating the 
work or organisations for the 
disabled in. different countries 
and making appropriate 
recommendations to the Coun- 
cil of Europe. 
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THE ‘SAVE A BABY’ RALLY © 


Three pages of news and pictures from Trafalgar Square 


—— | ~~ 


@ PICTURED left: Up from the Society’s Daresbury 
Hall centre for the rally were Christine Manning (left) 
and Joan Payne and mother came too! Also im the pic- 
ture are Nancy Manning and Iris Payne, their mothers. 


APRIL 23 — St George’s Day — in London's 


Trafalgar Square... . 

The sun shone, a band played, there was singing, 
drum majorettes twirled, orators sought to awaken 
the nation’s. conscience by invoking the dragon-slay- 
ing spirit of St George, and spastic people and their 
parents unselfishly endeavoured to show London that 
they were no longer content with a state of affairs 
which allowed future generations of babies to be born 
needlessly handicapped. 

The scene was The Spastics Society’s rally m 
support of the ‘Save a Baby’ campaign, the all-out 
effort to focus national attention on the disturbing 
facts om perinatal death and handicap, and to urge 
the Government to take immediate action to reduce 
the numbers of babies born damaged in the United 
Kingdom. 

The music, the singing, the balloons and the paper hats 
bearing the campaign message, were but the light-hearted 
froth on an event with a desperately serious purpose. And 
it was the presence of the handicapped people, many of 
them in wheelchairs, which brought home to the onlookers 
just how vital it was that the campaign’s objectives should 
be achieved. Why should a baby be born into a life of 
handicap with all the frustrations and difficulties that this 
entails, whem research had proved that so many cases could 
be prevented? That was the eloquent message of the 
spastic men, women and children in their wheelchairs. 

Perhaps the numbers of supporters. at the rally were 
not as. great as had beem hoped, but let’s remember that 
the ‘Save a Baby’ campaign is a national one, and thous- 
ands of volunteers are working hard in their own regions 
to organise events. And as James Loring, the Society's 
Director, declared ‘It was an inspiration to see so many 
spastic people in the Square to support the campaign.’ 

It was, indeed, and when the music stopped and 
the bright banners came down, it was their presence 
which remained in the memory as the irrefutable 
need for the ‘Save a Baby’ campaign. 


® ROSALIND Oakley whose husband, Colin, is hea 
caterer at the Society’s centre, Drummonds, had her hand 
full with one of the rally’s youngest supporters. Ju 
seven months old, Christopher Oakley has obviously al- 
ready got to the bottom of this rallying business. : 


ee 


| 
| 
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@ABOVE: David Jacobs, 
the TV and radio personal- 
ity and Vice-President of 
the Stars Organisation for 
Spastics, was. to be asked 
ever and over again for his 
autograph but none was 
more significant than this 
when he added his sig- 
nature to the ‘Priority of 
Priorities’ book which will 
be presented to the Prime 
Minister. With him is. the 
petition organiser Anne Dil- 
lon, who is. seeking FIVE 
MELELFON signatures for 
the campaign petition by 
the end of the year. This 
total would be an all-time 
record. 
@® RIGHT: Joan Turner 
and the lads from the Lon- 
don stage production ‘Oli- 
ver show a leg with a 
; cheerful) and impromptu 
performance just before the 
platform speeches began. 


@® JACK Jones and Susie are the tops when it comes f 
fund raising! Jack from Basingstoke is on his local gro i 
committee and finds Susie’s got a good nose for trackin 


down generous passers-by. I 
. { 
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- Organisation for Spastics, brought along her son Diarmid, 
| aged eight, and his friend John Riordan, 10, to support . 
the rally. 


men he Sen 
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Growing 
Concern? 


Your concern - and ours - is to help incontinent youngsters and 
adults maintain their confidence. Incontinence is a problem, 
but it can be solved in a word - INCO. 


The combined range of INCO products offers complete protection 
“which aids both the wearer and the family at home. 


Inco garments - made from supple PVC with a drop-front for easy 
changing, are available in seven adjustable sizes to ensure a 
, perfect individual fit. 


Inco pull-on pants - especially suitable for more active patients, 
Made in five sizes, the elasticated legs and waist give the wearer 
; complete protection. 


Both garments are washable, waterproof and suitable for either sex. : 


Inco Roll - made from highly absorbent cellulose, soft cotton wool 
encased in a knitted tubing, gives maximum protection, and may be 
used with either Inco garments or pull-on pants. 


Inco Garments & Rolls for comfort and 
confidence : 


; ‘J 
Robinsons of Chesterfield. As mer 
Reg. Office Robinson & Sons Ltd., Wheat Bridge, : 
Chesterfield, Derbyshire, S402AD. _° 
Telephone 0246-31101 Telex 547320 


Upton Heath 
Motors Ltd 


LONG LANE, UPTON-BY-CHESTER 
Telephone Chester 23180 


For Discount Tyres 
Batteries, Gil, Ete 
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THE ‘NATIONAL SCANDAL’ OF NEEDLESS 


DEATH AND HANDICAP 


DISABLEMENT was a 
personal tragedy, and 
unnecessary _disable- 
ment was a national 
scandal, declared Jack 
Ashley, MP, at The 
Spastics Society’s ‘Save 
a Baby’ rally in Trafal- 
gar Square on April 23. 

‘We are doubling dis- 
ablement by. default,’ he 
said. ‘A civilised country 
cannot tolerate that state of 
affairs.’ : 

Mr Ashley, a long-time 
campaigner for the handi- 
capped, hoped that the 
rally would bring ‘a new 
awakening of national 
conscience’ and a deter- 
mination to take action to 
reduce Britain’s alarming 
statistics on perinatal death 
and handicap. 


It was an_ interesting 


line-up of speakers who 
pressed home the import- 
ance of the Society’s cam- 


@® ABOVE: The maroon 
uniforms of the Society’s 
Thomas Delarue School 
made a distinctive splash of 
colour among the crowds 
and they were joined by an 
old boy — Robert Soper. 


® IMOGEN Hassall was 
just one of the Stars Orga- 
nisation for Spastics mem- 
bers who attended the rally: 
and helped raise funds. 


paign. There was’ James 
Loring, Director of The 
Spastics Society; Mr Ash- 
ley, fellow MP’s Lewis 
Carter-Jones and Patrick 
Jenkin; David Jacobs, the 
famous broadcaster who is 
a member of the’ Stars 
Organisation for Spastics; 
Mrs Eileen Milnes, the 
mother of a 21-year-old 
spastic girl; William Har- 
greaves, Head of _ the 
Society’s Recreational 
Services, The Spastics 
Society, who is himself 
handicapped; and Robert 
Walker, Chairman of 


- Aspro-Nicholas Ltd, who 


is also serving as Chair- 
man of the major appeal to 
industry and commerce for 
medical research funds. 


They said... 


Quotes from the speeches: 
James Loring—‘We are here 
today to save our babies from 
death and handicap. And 
Britain can do it!’ 


Patrick Jenkin—TIt is not 
only at the time of birth we 
need to improve services, but 
also’ during the ante-natal 
period. In France a mother 
does not receive her maternity 
benefits unless she attends the 
clinic. ... Should. our ‘Way 
into ‘child benefit be through 
the ante-natal clinic?’ 

Lewis Carter-Jones — “We 
have had report after report 
all saying the same thing; that 
babies are dying unnecessarily, 
and babies are suffering from 
handicaps they need not have. 
We have had enough reports; 
Now is the time for action.’ 


Our dragon 


David . Jacobs—‘The Stars 
Organisation for Spastics is 
proud to have set up four 
centres... .- But let us try to 
lessen the need for homes for 
the handicapped by spending 
more on prevention, It hap- 


pens to be St George’s Day; 
we must make tackling this 
problem our dragon!’ 

Eileen Milnes—‘There are 
many thousands of wonderful 


disabled people in the world 
who, if given the opportuni- 
ties, can live useful lives. But 
we parents of spastics would 
never have chosen this way. . . 
we cannot make our disabled 
offspring okay, but we want to 
see other families spared the 
heartbreak and. grief when a 
doctor says ‘I am afraid your 
baby is spastic.’ 


United 


Bill Hargreaves: ‘I was born 
spastic over 50 years ago, 


probably because of lack of 


medical knowledge then. But 
now research has proved. that 
over 40 per cent of children 
who are born spastic, could 
have been born normal and 
healthy. This campaign is to 
give them their chance. I am 
speaking now directly to the 
handicapped people at the 
rally—will you support this 
campaign?’ 

The roared answer, “Yes.” 
proved that the handicapped 
and The Spastics Society were 
solidly united to ‘Save our 
Babies.’ 5; 


@ MILTON Keynes and District Spastics Society brought along their own ‘Save a 


Baby’ campaign banner to make a showing 


in Trafalgar Square. With them on the 


right of the picture is Executive Council member Adrian Wright. 


The rally is over — but the 
campaign goes on 


TO capture and keep 
the public’s interest in 
the “Save a Baby’ cam- 
paign the Society is 
staging a programme 
of widely differing 
events in the months 
to come.. They range 
from the glamorous to 
profound, the. tradi- 
tional through to 
entertaining: all with 


the common aim of. 
reinforcing the need to 


press for more care in 
preventing handicap. 
And to raise funds 
towards the campaign 
target of £2 million. 

In the week following 
the Campaign’s launch at 
the — rally 
Square, the Society had a 
stand at a three-day exhi- 
bition on health held 
in Bournemouth, and an 
interdenominational _ ser- 
vice was held at the Cathe- 
dral in Llandaff. 

Medical seminars were 
held in both Nottingham 
and Canterbury and were 


ee ee 


in Trafalgar - 


attended “by eminent 
specialists in the field of 
gynaecological and obste- 
tric medicine and maternity 
services. . . 

May’s calendar of ‘events 
opens with the by-now tradi- 
tional walk to raise funds 
round Windsor, Great Park, 
and on May 11 the seminar on 
‘Prevention of Perinatal Handi- 
cap’ will be held at the Liver- 
pool Medical Institution. 

A massive fund-raising event 
is the three-day festival to be 
held at Astle Park, Chelford, 
in Cheshire. Starting on the 
Saturday of the Spring Bank 
Holiday, May 27—in addition 
to the large exhibition site, a 
different entertainment will be 
mounted each day. Said festi- 
val organiser David Bourne: 


‘On the first day the enter-. 


tainment will be a medieval 
jousting tournament plus an 
escapologist who gets out from 
a lighted bomb! On Sunday 
there will be a full scale re- 
enactment of a scene from the 
American Civil War, while on 
Monday it will be a high- 
Wire act. 

‘Throughout the festival 


there will be a fair and there 
will be lots of additional enter- 
tainments ranging from. brass 
bands, archery, folk dancing: 
and kung-fu demonstrations, 
The local commercial radia 
station, Piccadilly Radio, is 
running @ very large disco in 
conjunction with us on. ‘the 
Saturday night. We are hop- 
ing to attract 50,000 people 
with adults paying £1 to get 
in and the under 14s 50p 
and, of course, once they are 
inside the festival the enter- 
tainment is all free’ 


On June 14 the prize of the 
premieres falls to the Stars 
Organisation for — Spastics, 
along with the British Diabetic 
Association, for in the evening 
is the first charity premiere of 
‘Evita’ Said SOS’s — Chief 
Executive . Sheila Rawstorne: 
‘Sust about every charity in the 
country was trying to get the 
first charity premiere so - we 
are extremely — thrilled and 
honoured. Tim Rice is a 
member of the SOS and 
Andrew Lloyd. Webber works 
for the diabeties, 

The musical, words by Tim 


Cont. on Page 11 


E signty roar of London’s traffic was held up in 
te let the chair-borne brigade carry the rally reso- 
}down Whitehall. Here . Lewis Carter-Jones, MP 
| Sylvia Richards and Mrs Eileen Milnes, Exeutive 
it member, pushes her daughter Anne across the 
oughfare at Trafalgar Square. 


| 
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What better delegation to take 
rally’s 


demands to No 10? 


po 
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@ *XYES this really is Downing Street’ Sergeant George Garnham seems to be saying to Ann Thomas, 18, from 
the East Staffordshire Spastics Group, as the wheelchair procession passes through the barriers blocking off the 
street on the way to hand in the resolution. In the background — some of the supporters who had taken ‘a stroll’ 
down Whitehall from the rally in view of the London ban on marches. 


The resolution... 
Who can argue with 
these just demands: 


THIS is the resolution passed at the Trafalgar Square 


+ 


Rally: 


We. are deeply con- 
cerned that the rates of 
perinatal death and handi- 
cap in the UK are exces- 
sively high compared: with 
those of some other indus- 
trialised countries of -Wes- 
tern Europe and, further- 

e, that these rates differ 
Royal Horseguards on parade have seen some ‘Fe: t aba pecan 
in their time See down Whitehall but rarely wie according to region 
an MP who was probably technically bending the sc Vacate, plies 
ack Ashley, pushing Peter Dubois and accom~ 5 mediate . action should’ be 
iby his wife, was at the head of quite a procession — iaken 16. Sreducee the: Harnhen 
10 Downing Street — despite the ban on marches — 6¢ babies born dead or handi- 
rr" not due to expire for another 12 hours. capped and we. hereby resolve 
LOW: Number 10 Downing Street is the most familiar front door in the world. 

h, the powerful and the famous have all made their way through its portals 
ie years. But on St George’s Day one of the most meaningful delegations ever 
[on the behalf of the handicapped —came to deliver the rally resolution. Pictured 
landing it in, are Eileen Milnes with Sylvia Richards, Jack Ashley, MP with 
Dubois, Bill Hargreaves with Katy Foster-Holt, Ann Thomas, Tan Dawson-Shep- 
ith Raymond Parsons, Lewis Carter-Jones with Anne Milnes, James Loring, 
r of The Spastics Society, and David Jacobs with Rosemary Dawson-Shepherd. 
e rally is over, and the hope is that it will have had an impact on public opinion. 


I 
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to call upon the Government. 


to; 


1. Establish a national 
plan for the preven- 
tion of spasticity and 
related handicaps; 

2. Abandon the proposed 
cuts in maternity ser- 
vices; improve services 
for pregnant women 
and unborn babies; 

3. Close inefficient mater- 
nity units; 

4. Create first class mater- 

‘ nity, special and in- 
tensive care facilities 
for .the newborn in 
every health district; 

5. Institute a national 
campaign of health 
education for women; 

6. Finance further ree 
search into the causes 
of handicap; and 

7. Undertake studies to 
show which preventive 

measures will pay off 

best. 


@ IN his hand, Bill Hargreaves holds the resolution passed 


REE 


at the rally on behalf of the hundreds of thousands of 
handicapped people in this country, urging the Govern< 
ment fo cut their numbers in the generations yet unborn. 
Bill, who is a spastic himself, is the Society’s Head of 
Recreational Services. On the left of the picture is the 
Society’s Director James Loring. 
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Anita Loring reports on 


Out of 


MOST people who atten- 
ded the International 
Cerebral Palsy Society's 
Oxford Seminar entitled 
‘Idealism and Reality— 
Mental Handicap in the 
1980’s.. would agree that 
the future for mentally 
handicapped people looks 
much brighter than it did 
even. five years ago. Those 
of us who have been fight- 
ing for over 10 years to re- 
orientate services for the 


Perhaps one of the most 
important themes. which ran 
through the whole meeting was 
the constant need to ‘consult 
the handicapped themselves 
about how and where they 
wish to spend their lives: but 
the great stumbling block is 
often the general anwillingness 
of others to listen or to aban- 
don their own preconceived 
ideas. This was nowhere better 
illustrated than in the twe 
opening papers. The first, by 
Anne-Marie Aita Mulligan 
from Nebraska, painted a 
truthful and realistic picture 
of attitudes and perceptions of 
the mentally handicapped held 


mentally handicapped by others, showing how often 
away from the medical perhaps without realising it, 

x we treat them as having “sub- 
mode! towards the pro- human qualities. Paul Wéil- 


vision of educational! facili- 
ties. accommodation and 
employment opportunities 
outside the institution, 
were encouraged to hear 
papers describing a variety 
of pioneer projects - based 
in the community. 

This was not a meeting 
where participants used 
philosophical. language, 
produced research papers 
with a welter of statistics 
and talked about ‘how nice 


it would be if... . but point that we too have prob- 
an exchange of practical _lems in perceiving their needs 

Sages hich ae: and that both groups have a_ 
eS Whe VaEIOUS “great deal to learn from each 
problems ave been other 


tackled by those working 
day by day with the 
mentally handicapped. An 
enlightened group from 
America enabled us_ to- 
compare: and contrast the 


liams. a member of the Cam- 
paign for the. Mentally, Handi- 
capped. spoke of the Cam- 
paign’s experiences of organis- 
ing weekends where mentally 
handicapped people from a 
variety of backgrounds meet 
together to discuss their lives 
and have fun-.together. He 
spoke as if he were himself a 
mentally handicapped: person. 
explaining their attitudes and 
perceptions by drawing on 
views expressed during these 
weekends, 


Patty Smith from Nebraska 
—one of the founders of ‘Pilot 
Parents —described this  self- 
help organisation. Herself a 
parent of a mentally handi- 
capped child, she explained 


.and making the 


the Oxford Seminar 


the institution and | 
into the community 


through the experience are able 
to help very positively with 
day-to-day problems, to advise 
on management of the child. 
and te show their own child as 
an example of the good pro- 
gress that can be achieved. 


Adoption 


The importance of family 
life was discussed further by 
Phillida Sawbridge, Director 
of Parents for Children, a 
British adoption agency deal- 
ing with handicapped and dis- 
advantaged children. She des- 
cribed the mammoth problems 
‘involved in adopting a 
mentally handicapped child 
but also emphasised the rich 
rewards. for families. who had 
already done so. The theme of 
self-help was carried on by 
John Chant, Director-of Social 
Services in Somerset, where 
families needing either a few 
hours or up to one month's 
respite from their handicapped 
child make their own arrange- 
ments for short-term care 
direct with carefully. selected 
family placements in their own 
neighbourhood. The family to 
which the child goes is then 
paid by the Social Services 
Department, and experience 
has shown that this type of care 
is far cheaper than that which 
would have been provided in 


pleted this section by des- 
cribing their peripatetic service 
in which they go into the 
homes. of severely “handicapped 
children to teach them but, 
more importantly, to train 
and support the parents as 
they continue the educational 
process. Parents, they say. 
usually make excellent 
teachers. 

Two alternative educational 
placements — in a_ special 
school and in a unit attached 
to a secondary modern school 
— were described by Dorrie 
Rapp and Jackie Rowe from 
Meldeth Manor and Leslie 
Roberts and Lynne Brown 
from the Pingle School. Each 
pair presented a child in their 
school, showing the advant- 
ages that particular child had 
gained. from its educational 
placement. Integrated educa- 
tion—whatever that implies — 
was perhaps the most hotly 
debated issue of the whole 
meeting, a subject which 
aroused much feeling and to 
which there is no one or indeed 
simple solution, except to bear 
in mind that the needs of 
each individual child are of 
everriding importance rather 
than the establishment of a 
blanket educational policy. 

An equally interesting debate 
followed, about where mentally 
handicapped adults should live 
and of what their day-to-day 


me "a 
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effectiveness of their ideas ow ‘Pilot Parents’ train 
and services with those in aa sep mar ios = 

Pes and help those families who 
Britam, and further have just been told that their 
examples. were presented 


child is. mentally handicapped. 
from Germany and Sean- {he families are paired, and 
dinaviam countries. 


those who haye already gone 


a loca] authority purpose-built — jiyves should consist. Remind- 
hostel, quite apart from the jing us of Paul Williams’ men- 
-greater continuity and sym- tally handicapped person, 
pathy of care received by the Robert Corp and Colin Big- 
children themselves, gins — who work respectively 

A group from Wessex in a hospital for the mentally 
called a Portage Team com- handicapped and in com- 
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: The Brighton: Centre... 
er | m 3nd Hotel Metropole. 
a “21st Feenepee 73. 
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The largest Convention for 
‘i the Disabled ever to be held in the 
: S United Kingdom, comes to Brighton! 


courtesy of the Spastics Society. 


hotograplis 


& THE EUROPEAN CONFERENCE OF REHABILITATION INTERNATIONAL, 


: 
d 

a, Naidex ‘78 promises to be even more successful than ever! 
‘ The-response enjoyed in London during the 1977 Conven- 
L tion, has established this specialised Exhibition and Con- 

; ference as the most inyportant event in the calendar for 
; Industries and: Associations.involved: with Disability and Re- 
| habilitation of the Disabled. 

In order to meet the demand for increased bookings in 
1978, the Exhibition and Conference moves to the Brighton 
Centre and Hotel Metropole on the south coast of England. 
. The accommodation in these two centres is both plentiful 
: and purpose-built thus creating an ideal fortun for Dele- 
ey gates, Exhibitors:and Visitors. 

Concurrent with the Exhibition will be the European Con- 
ference of Rehabilitation International, whose theme for 
1978 is ‘Disability in the Family’. Subjects to be covered in 
the Conference will be; Congenital, Neurological, Trau- 
matic and unstable disabilities, Blindness, Deafness and 
Mental Handicap. 


For full details contact Naidex Conventions Ltd,Te 


ie: Boe ee Telephone:0732 59533-4 Telex:95604 YNLTD G. 


Organised. by 


Several Seminars andround table discussions will aiso be ; 
Lincluded, covering: Education, Housing, Employment and 


! Transportation forthe Disabled Person. 


To all persons involved in the care and welfare of thre Dis-~ 


abled, Naidex "78 will prove to be an Exhibition: and Con- 


ference of immense importance and value, For full details 


|please contact the Organiser. 


Naidex Conventions Limited 


Sponsored by 

The Royal Association 
fer Disability 

and Rehabilitation, 
Hospital and: Social 
Service 

Publications Limited. 
Remploy Limited. 


mpie House, 36 High St, Sevenoaks, Kent, England. 
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munity-based services—showed 
that it is perhaps attitudes 
towards the mentally handi- 
capped rather than surround- 
ings which are the most 
important factor affecting 
quality of life. Colin Biggins 
described both the difficulties 
encountered when trying to 
move mentally handicapped 
people from institutions into 
the community, and the prob- 
lem with which staff in some 
institutions are now faced of 
having to deal with a growing’ 
population of young offenders 
placed there through lack of 
alternative provision and for 
which staff have received no 
training: 


In arm economic crisis where 
jobs afe scarce, employment 
for the mentally handicapped 
is an immense problem. John 
du Rand, from Minnesota 
Diversified Industries. USA, 
showed how — with a great 
deal of ingenuity and deter- 
mination not to be hidebound 
by existing manufacturing 
equipment and workspace —- 
opportunities can be created 
for the mentally handicapped 
te work alongside the non- 
handicapped in stich diverse 
areas as display-unit building, 


waste reclamation,’ and re- 
afforestation, to name but a 
few. 


Reviews of services for the 
mentally handicapped in Ger- 
many by Tom Mutters, Britain 
by Gerry Simon, Sweden by 
Victor - Wahlstrom_ and 
Nebraska by Ed Skarnulis. 
provided an opportunity to 
examine the way in which 
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Details. from: 


LANE & PARTNERS LTD 


| 59 South Audley St, Londom W1 


HAWKER SIDDELEY 


with world-wide sales: and service 


Coach, Mini-Bus and: Car Hire 11, 


12, 295 36,° 373. 44, 
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(AMG COACHES) MERTON 


12, 14, 29, 36, 37, 41, 
are available for local and long-distance travel: 


Taw & —— Coaches Ltd (Barnst: 
seaters available: f ho: i 
Both Companies Canoaee enquiries iran Geeaeeeat a 
5 we: specialise in this form of coach hire. — 

Registered Offices for both companies: — 


“Merton Garage & PO, Merton, Okeham 
Devon, EX20 3DZ. Tel: Beaford 24) 
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MELA Annal holds the special achievement award 
surrounded by. the judges Lord Parry, Felicity Lane- 
, Daphne Hamilton-Fairley and Colin Cullimore. 
y had heard how her determination to succeed had 
me the double disabilities of athetosis and arthritis. 
Annal, 48, had a career in nursery nursing, reaching 
post of deputy matron and has fostered six children. 


PELE 


N Walker, of Walsall is a man of so many interests, 
les and activities that there was not room to list 
all in his citation. Nevertheless the fact that despite 
icap, he holds.down a full-time job as a weigh- 
clerk, is a lay preacher for the Methodist Church 
top of all. that is a town councillor, meant that 
dges awarded him joint third place. 


THE _ Spastics 
Special ~ Achievement 
Award has for the-past six 
years singled out of the 
100,000 spastic people in 
the United Kingdom, a 
handful of very special 
individuals. They are the 
men, women and children 
nominated by friends, rela- 
tives, workmates and 
admiring fellow citizens, 
who have managed to 
come to terms with their 
handicap in a unique way. 

This year, there were nine 
finalists for the Award and 
while every one of them was 
a ‘winner’ only one person 
could receive the Award cup 
and cheque for £250; Mrs 
Pamela Annal was the judges’ 
choice but they had. no easy 
task faced with such remark- 
able stories of determination 
and courage. 

The judges were: Miss 
Felicity Lane Fox, OBE, her- 
self a polio victim, who has 
her own weekly programme for 


the disabled in London; Mrs- 


Daphne Hamilton - Fairley, 
widow of Professor Gordon 
Hamilton-Faitley, the cancer 
expert who was killed by a 
bomb in London; Mr Colin 
Cullimore, OBE; managing 
director of J. H. Dewhurst, the 
firm which has kindly. donated 
the prize money for the 
Achievement Award for the 
last two years and again this 
year; and Lord Parry, educa- 
tionist. and: broadcaster. 

When it came to awarding 
the third) prize the judges. found 
it impossible to decide between 
John Walker and Alan Mew- 
ton; and in the end both 
received third. prize cheques of 
£15. James O'Neill, the second 
prizewinner, received £25; all 
the runners-up had £5  pre- 
mium bonds, and all finalists 
received medals. 


Society’s 


AS James Loring, The Spastics Society’s Director, was unavoidably absent from the 
Achievement Award, it fell to Derek Lancaster-Gaye, Director of Resources to present 
the Director’s special prize. This year it went to little Sharon Hammond, 13, of Ash- 
croft Road, Luton, who is spastic in all four limbs and suffers from hydrocephalus. 
Despite these handicaps she is an active member of St Anne’s Euton Girl Guides, a 
keen horse rider and captured the Achievement Awards audience with her en- 
chanting smile and happy personality. 


ABOVE LEET: JONATHAN __ Griffiths 


face reflects the sheer plea- 
sure of the prize he was 
handed by Lord Parry. 
Jonathan’s. brilliant brain 
and his’ determination for 
independence has meant 
that although unable te 
stand or walk without 


JOINT third prizewinner Alan Mewton, of Plymouth, 
was born a spastic deaf-mute 45 years ago, but at an 
early age he revealed a passion for cars. From the age 
of 10 every spare moment was spent in a local garage 
and his determination and keeness whon him the job of 
regular mechanic. Alan has recently been presented with 
a watch in recognition of 21 years faithful service to his 
employers. He was nominated by Dennis Paull, Manag- 
ing Director of M. Thomas Motors, Plymouth, who 
describes Alan as an asset to the business as well as being | SUpport, speak without the 
popular amongst his fellow workers and respected as a greatest difficulty or use 
citizen. his hands without the 
utmost concentration, he 
has a responsible job in a 
computor programming 
department. He writes, 
draws, paints and has 
even pitched a tent un- 
aided during a raging gale 
at 6 am to prove his 
“never say die’ attitude. 


PICTURE LEFT: 


MARGARET Morgan, the Society’s Controller of Per- 
sonal Services, congratulates James O’Neil, aged 22, who 
was awarded the second prize. James, whose father 
pictured with him is manager of the New Trinity Centre 
run by the Scottish Council for Spastics in Edinburgh, 
has persevered with an academic career despite the con- 
stant pain of an open pressure sore on his spine. With ‘O” hed 
levels, OND Business Studies Course to his credit and [i 
design HND course James now has his sights set on 
admission to Edinburgh University and his grit and 
determination weighed with the judges. 


Continued — 
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LIZ Greeley is handicapped in her hands, arms, and 


More Achievement Award winners 


PICTURE LEFT: 


SUE Dickson, of London, 
E6, has always known 
financial privation and per- 
sonal sadness. A difficult 
early childhood when she 
could not walk was 
worsened when her father 
died when she was 10. Her 
mother struggled on until 
three years ago when she 
fell ill with lung cancer. 
The responsibility of nurs- 
and comforting her mother 
fell on Susan’s shoulders 
and in addition she ran the 
family home. Susan was 
nominated by Linda Ber- 
wick — herself a former 
Achievement Award 
winner. 


legs and has great difficulty with speech—yet her qualities 
of reliability, organisational ability, mental stamina and 
courage have overcome all these. Liz, who lives in Lon- 
don, W8, has established. a club for the physically 
handicapped and able-bodied in Westminster and, in 
coming to terms with her own handicap has helped 
others to come to terms with theirs. 
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‘IT is so nice to put faces to names, Mrs Daphne 
Hamilton-Fairley told Maurice Collins over a cup of 
tea after the rigours of the judging and the climax of the 
presentations. Maurice, 34, as a boy knew dreadful 
deprivation and hardship. Ridiculed because of the 
handicaps that prevented him from walking and talking, 
the family’s dire poverty was increased when the local 
ironstone mine where his father worked was closed 
down. The struggle for existence continued as Maurice 
grew up but rather than being embittered he has struggled 
to maintain himself and help others. © 


PICTURE LEFT: 


SUSAN Watkin, of Gran- 
tham, Lincs, had 11 people 
nominating her for the 
Achievement Award so it 
was a real blow _that 
because of illness she could © 
not personally come to 
London to receive her 
medal. Her parents made 
the journey instead and 
here her mother, Mrs 
Thelma Watkin receives 
the Award from Lord 
Parry. It was once thought 
that Susan would spend 


but the. experts were 
wrong. Susan persevered 
and has been a specialist 
teacher of remedial groups 
at St Hugh’s Secondary 
Modern School, Grantham, 
since 1969, 


Spectacular 


THIS = year’s. Lincolnshire 
Steam Spectacular will take 
place on August 19 and 20 
at the County Showground 
near Lincoln. 


plete with hood 
licence 
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Water content. 


Edme have incorporated the ‘necessar 
: ¢ y amount of 
proper brewing sugar with the malt and hops for the 
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; , to a complete kit, pape 
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her life flat on her back, 


igUMFICAR 
“PRODUCTS 


There is no need 


Showing up 
the access 
black spots 


THE Silver Jubilee Com- 
mittee on Improving 
Access for Disabled People 
was formed in 1977 to 
increase public awareness 
of the problems. This year 
a special Access Week will 
be held from June 4-10 
when architectural “black 
spots” barring the disabled 
from streets and public 
buildings will be high- 
lighted locally. 

The worst hazards are un- 

ramped steps without adequate 
handrails, heavy swing ofr 
revolving doors, lack of lifts, 
out-of-reach counters and 
telephones, poorly-sited toilets, 
high kerbs, uneven paving 
stones and inadequate parking 
facilities. 
’ The Jubilee Committee has 
instituted an award scheme 
for local initiative shown in 
improving access and a com- 
petition for schools. The 
prizes will be presented dur- 
ing Access Week. 


Gift for Bolton 


HORWICH Chamber of 
Trade, Lancashire, has pre- 
sented the £285 proceeds from 
a charity evening to Bolton 
and District Spastics Society. 


Telephone: LYE 3025/6/7/8 


FILTRATION & & 


Manufacturers of ‘Vee-Bee’ range [P 
of Filters, Strainers and Separators — 


‘Vee-Bee’ Works, Bromley Street — rm 
Lye, nr Stourbridge, West Midlands | 
Grams: ‘Filters’ Stourbridge. Telex : 33-557 


Make your car a transport of delight. Our B 
Tailored Seat Covers are unique in their — 
quality and range. We also manufacture stretch 
covers, tailored carpets, steering-wheel gloves, — 
vinyl roofs, insulation kits. ae 
All our products are available through Halfords Accessories shops and garages; 4 


Albert Mill, Huddersfield Road, Bri 
Tel: Brighouse 0484 (STD) 710126 


TRADE ENQUIRIES ARE INVITED 


Superbrew from EDME the most experienced nan e iT 


Superbrew, the complete home brewing> 


kit no need to add sugar 4 
PALE ALE — LAGER — BITT 


Like all Edme products, the range i 
is made by brewers for let feat hae 
make three gallons and contain ALL that is necessary 
to make the required amount of first-class beer 
(barley wine and stout make less), 
to add sugar to make up the quantity and strength 
This may be done by adjusting the 


These 4lb kits 


ferment. 


SUPERBREW 


Superbrew — So easy to make So i 

— So good to drink | | 
EDME LTD, Mistley, Manningtree, Essex. Telephone : 0206-39 2232 
oo | SN May 
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ER — BARLEY WINE — STOUT 


7 ~~ 
The brewer only has to open the can, dissolve content 
in water, add the yeast provided under the cap 7 Ml| 


EDME CONCENTRATES FOR AUGMENTING 


To increase the quantity to 44 gallons whilst mais 
taining the correct balance of malt and hops; add ¢ 
contents of a 2Ib tin of the complementary hopp® 
concentrate wort. Nothing could be simpler! 
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Where 
there’s” 
muck... 


DIRTY work was afoot | 
in Carlisle recently, but 
it was all in a good 
cause. Members of the 
local Round Table. set 
out to collect manure | 
from farmers and sell jt | 
to gardeners. Togethe 
with a concert, given by | 
the Spinners, the ven.) 
ture raised £500 which] 
has been presented’ to) 
Scalesceugh Centre for | 
adult spastics. yi 
The money will be, 
used for an extension to | 
the centre, to be named | 
the Pam Ayres Wing 
The Scalesceugh 
Management Com. 
mittee has already] 
raised nearly £6,000 
towards the extension, q 
F 


Moor jump & 
A SPONSORED _parachuigifi 
jump was held over Bodmiy 
Moor in aid of the St Austell 
and District Committee of th 
Cornish Spastics Society. Ter 
Barberry, landlord of the, 
Hewas Inn, Sticker. near § 
Austell, and two of his cust 
mers raised £120. 


SN Maya 


espoke 


a 


SN Mayl2 
qj 


in home brewin 


iu 


. a-baby 


npaign 
‘ om Page 6 


¢ by Lloyd Webber, 
~#ssex..as Che 
d Elaine Page as 
is being staged in the 
f Princess Anne. 

4 a banquet will be 
; Guildhall and 
fy 6the ' Society’s 
[RH the Duchess of 
kets, Which are £25 
7 inclusive, can be 
rom Commander 
tr, the Society's 
pecial events officer 
is over 700 to attend 
He is based at 
mbers, Manvers 


, 


fember 28 there is 
auction dinner when 
§ will be auctioned. 
r for 250, which will 
Duchess of Kent as. 
nour, is expected 
ver £20,000 as the 
) stallions such as 
‘and Royal Palace are 
fetch around £5,000 


Mowing day the Ascot 

ing on behalf of the >» 
ing held with gate 
| box receipts going 
Ociety. Said Michael 
ithe ‘Society’s Director 
{| Raising: ‘Lavinia, 
tof Norfolk, is Presi- 
mur Ascot Race Day 

vill be in the Royal 
% have been allowed 
; for which we shall 
1g 100 suineas.’ 
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18 Appleford 
Oxon. Tel: (0235) 21307/28120 


Crossball : 


winner 


-MR Edwin Cole, of Deep- 


more Road, Rugby, won 
first prize on the Spastics 
Pool ‘Crossball’ competi- 
tion number 8. 

He received his £5,000 
cheque from the Mayor of 
Rugby, Coun G. D. Collett 


in April atthe Mayor's 
Parlour, and the picture 


shows the presentation 
ceremony. Also pictured is 
Regional Manager, Mr 
Eric Hill. 


Established 1740 
Humberside and London 


32 EARL STREET 
LONDON 
EC2 2jD 
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AMESBURY CS 
‘WALKING AID 


Designed to teach 
children to walk 
through all stages 
of development. 
Fully adjustable. 
Made in two sizes. 


Send for details on 
this range and other 


products. 
Please ref SN97. 


One of many 
Amesbury products 
now available from 


Drive, Abingdon 
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Picture above shows 
Lord Hylton, President, 
South West Region, 
National Society for Men- 
tally Handicapped Child- 
ren, receiving the key to the 
mew centre from Morris 
Dignam, 11, from Wands- 
worth, London. 


Bristol 


has a new 


centre 


A £100,000 CENTRE for 
mentally handicapped 
children was Officially 
opened by Lord ‘Hylton at 
Pembroke Road, Clifton, 
Bristol, in April. Known 
as the Pembroke Experi- 
ment, the unit has been set 
up by. the National Society 
for Mentally Handicapped 
Children and was financed 
by the Good Neighbours 
Trust: > 

The Trust was one of three 
founded in 1960 by the pro- 
moters of the Spastics Pool, 
Top Ten Promotions, — of 
Bristol. 

The centre provides accom- 
modation, intensive education 
and training for 15 children 
between the ages of 4 and 12 
years, and aims to help them 
become less dependent, The 


“unit is attempting to evaluate 


the effectiveness of current 
educational ideas and intro- 
duce new techniques, and will 
add to existing knowledge in 
therapeutic care of the pro- 
foundly handicapped. 

The Pembroke Experiment 
is being monitored by Bristol 
University’s Department of 
Mental Health, and research is 
being supervised by Professor 
“Russell Davis. sa = 


ABOVE: Pat 
Terry Davies receiving their 


Sharon, and 
shopper from the showroom’s 
staff, Mis Margaret Hyde and 
Mrs Margaret Parfitt. 


department stores. 
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The 25 MILLIONTH 


goodwill gift! 


IN the 21 years of its existence the Spastics Pool has pre 
sented enough goodwill gifts to fill several streets of 


The 25 million mark was achieved 


recently and the lucky recipients were Mr and Mrs Terry 


Davies, of Middleton, near Manchester. 


In honour of the occa- 


‘sion Ken Pole and John 


Wood of Top Ten Promo- 
tions travelled from Bristol 
to congratulate them in 
person. Later, Mr Davies, 
his wife Pat and daughter 
Sharon went to Bristol to 
choose their gift. They 
were given a tour of the 
city, stayed overnight in a 
hotel and were entertained 


by the Directors of Top 
Ten Promotions. 
After visiting 


the show- 


room to choose their gift — 
a shopping bag, the Davies 
family discovered that they 
had also been given a’ holiday 
in Ibiza in June — their first- 
ever trip abroad. 

_ Fellow guests on the holiday 
will be other members of the 
Spastics Pool who were 
winners of a recent competi- 
tion. 

Pat and Terry Davies have 
been members of the Pool 
since 1961 and they are typical 
of many who by their loyal 
support have given new hope 
to spastic people all over 
Britain. 
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‘The Priority of Priorities — Save our Babies’ | 
Praise for the film — and the campalg 


A DISTINGUISHED audience attended the premiere of The Spastics Society’s new film, 
London in April. (Read about the film on Page 3 of this issue.) Afterwards there was a question an 
Director of The Spastics Society, and Nigel Evans, who wrote and directed 
many congratulations to the Society, not only for the quality of the film, 
sad fact that thousands of Britain’s babies are being needlessly handicapped. Spastics News records 


DR D. Dolton, Liverpool 
Area Medical Officer: ‘This 
is a superb health educa- 


tion film. 


I congratulate 
you.’ ; 


RR 


LEWIS Carter-Jones, MP: 
*The film shows how much 
can be done to prevent 
death and handicap—and 
how much needs to be done 
in Britain. The Treasury 
must be the target... 
money must be found for 
prevention programmes. 
We talk in terms of self- 
financing productivity 
schemes these days. Well, 
here is a good one!’ 


MRS Eileen 
Executive Council mem- 
ber, and parent of a handi- 
capped daughter: ‘Before I 
saw the film I was worried 
about its possible effect on 


Milnes, 


Would it 
Instead the 


mothers-to-be. 
scare them? 


film shows how they can 
protect themselves by 
attending ante-natal clinics 
early—and_ regularly. It 
does every woman a ser- 
vice.” 


y Bee 
SHIRLEY Lewis, of BMA 
News Review: ‘Highly in- 
formative film. It raises 
matters of public interest 


Seana aes 


oars 


which pe tebe. ignored.’ 


Call to. sort out 


benefits ‘rag bag’ 


A NEW book was published in April which examines 
the welfare benefits system as it applies to disabled 
people. Entitled, “Whose Benefit?’ it grew out of a survey 
conducted by The Economist Intelligence Unit for the 
Disablement Income Group, and concludes: 


“The present UK system 
of benefits for handicapped 
people is a rag-bag of pro- 
visions based on differing, 
sometimes conflicting and 
anachronistic principles, 
which has not been sorted 
since 1942.’ 

It says that many people 
are missing out on bene- 
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fits to which they are 
entitled because of the 


-complexity of the system. 


On Government legisla- 
tion, the book points out 
“The effects of each new 
benefit or service an- 
nounced may not be to 
add to the income of those 
who qualify for it, but 
merely to change the label 
on part of the little they 
already get, while at the 
same time adding to the 
complexity of the choices 
they must make.’ 

For example, an in- 
crease in child benefits 
may lead to a cut in the 
patients’ invalidity benefits, 
or an increase in cash pay- 
ment rates may put income 
just over the maximum for 
low-income concessions, 
such as rebates, free school 
meals, bus passes, etc. 

‘A handicapped _per- 
son’s livelihood ought not 
to depend. .on such a 
loaded gamble.’ comments 
the book, > . 


-SIR Geoffrey Jackson: 
‘The film proves the need 
for The Spastics Society’s 
campaign... I hope 
many people haye the 
opportunity to see it.’ 


~ 


MRS R. Pugh, Union of 
Catholic Mothers: ‘All of 
us here today must make 
sure that this excellent film 


_is widely shown and dis- 


cussed.’ 
isabled 

On. cost = effectiveness, 
the book says ‘The total 
cost of administration 
alone must be in excess 
of £300 million per year... 
and there is all too much 
evidence that the way. the 
system operates at present 
can give rise to administra- 
tive costs which are. not 
achieving their intended 
ends. t 5° 

It calls for a wide- 
ranging independent re- 
structuring of the system, 
and suggests a two-part 
pension scheme for handi- 
capped people. One bene- 
fit should be paid as of 
right, taxable but tapering 
off according to earnings if 
employment is possible. 
The other benefit should 
be an allowance — not 
taxable or affected by 
earnings — related to the 
handicap of the individual, 
which would allow for the 
extra cost of living with 
certain disabilities. 

‘Whose Benefit’ is avail- 
able from The Economist 
Intelligence Unit, Publica- 
tions Department, Spencer 
House, 27 St James’s 
Place, London SWI A 
INT. Cost is £3 a copy for 
disabled people or charit- 
able organisations, £6 a 
copy for others, — 


MARGARET Franklin, of 
the Royal College of Mid- 
wives: ‘A difficult subject 
to explain to the general 
public—but the film has 
succeeded in putting over 
these vital issues to impress 
both laymen and_ those 
professionally concerned.’ 


HOWARD Grosse, ‘the 
parent of a spastic child 
who died: ‘The film is mar- 
vellous, but unless some- 
thing happens as a result 
of it—you might as well 
throw it in the bin! Every- 
one here today must make 
sure that it is publicised 
and that it leads to action 
by the authorities.’ 


Dropping 
in” with 
Prince's 
message 


COMPETITORS. at. the 
International Spastics 
Games starting in Edin- 
burgh ‘on July 18 will be 
welcomed to the city by a 
message from Prince Philip 
which will literally have 
fallen from the skies. 

The message will be carried 
by the Golden Lions free-fall 


parachute team when they 
‘drop in’ at Milton Bridge 


Camp in Midlothian. The 
camp will provide accommoda- 
tion for teams from 16 coun- 
tries competing in the games. 

Prince Philip's message will 
be received by Licutenant- 
General Sir David Scott Bar- 
rett of Army Headquarters, 
Scotland, and later it will be 
taken to Meadowbank Stadium, 
Edinburgh, where. the athletic 
events will be held. 

The games are being organ- 
ised by the Scottish Council for 
Spastics on behalf of the Inter- 
national Cerebral Palsy 
Society. An appeal was 
launched and the Bank of 

_ Scotland agreed to be the main 
sponsors.- Now the organisers 
have almost reached their 
target of £25,000. 


the film for the Society. 


‘The Priority of Priorities — Save our Babies, in 
d answer session with James Loring, the 
Interspersed with the questions were — 
but for organising the ‘Save a Baby’ campaign and exposing the 
some of the comments. + 


MARIANNE Scruggs, of 
the Radical Midwives 
Group: ‘The film empha- 
sises the need for midwives 
to be equal partners in the 


professional team. It is 


very good indeed.’ 


Like ahel 
Stair-Glide 


America’s largest selling 
Stairway lift. Installs easily 
without marring walls or steps. 
No special wiring. Easily 
moved to another house. Good 
resale Value. Leaves stairs 
open for normal use. Seat 
rotates 180° for easy, safe 
access or transfer to and from 
a wheelchair. 

STAIR-GLIDE — the solution 
when you can't or shouldn't 
climb stairs, 


GEORGE Lee, Secrg 


PICTURED answering questions at the premie 
Loring, Director of The Spastics Society and ferv 
paigner in the battle against needless handicap, and! 
Evans, the director of the new film. S 
trates on films on health, education and social 
and is also founder and Chairman of ‘One to_ 
national project working with volunteers, reside 
staff in long-stay hospitals, — 


pinghan 
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General of the Nati 
Society for Menta 
Handicapped Children 
congratulate The Spa 
Society on this fih 
the director has cert 
done a remarkable job; 


Mr Evans col 


Easy-Li 


Anyone who has difficulty 
getting in or outof avchaif@ 
stroke patients, arthriticsy 
Multiple Sclerosis — will fil 
EASY-LIFT gives a helping 
hand — 
The EASY-LIFT power cual 
recliner gently lifts you fom 
as Well as up to asemis | 

standing position. The lifting 
angle adjusts to fit your 
controls are easy to reach 
it operates on household | 
current, ; 


